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IMPACT
LIVE EVENTS

2,000+ IMPRESSIONS
VIRTUAL EVENTS

10,239 VIEWS
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

12 MENTORS. 12 MENTEES.
PODCAST REACH

1,093 LISTENS
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SOCIAL MEDIA
INSTAGRAM

1,304 FOLLOWERS
TWITTER

939 FOLLOWERS
FACEBOOK

897 FOLLOWERS
YOUTUBE

40 SUBSCRIBERS
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends & Supporters of Amplify,
At the beginning of this year, I never could have imagined how Amplify Horse Racing would
grow into such a valuable resource for the Thoroughbred industry. As you will see when you
read on, A LOT was achieved in 2021. This was largely thanks to the Kentucky Equine Education
Project (KEEP) Foundation, which has conceptually supported Amplify by integrating it into my
work as their Equine Education Coordinator, a role I started in January 2021. The KEEP
Foundation is a natural partner for Amplify, given their work with awarding scholarships and as
a leader in creating equine workforce initiatives.
I'd like to outline a few of Amplify's recent accomplishments, starting with a project that I
believe will have a monumental impact on the future of the Thoroughbred industry: the launch
of the Amplify Horse Racing Mentorship Program! Since Amplify's inception, we have
recognized the value of mentorship in creating new horse racing fans, students of the game
and most importantly, attracting future employees. Oftentimes, all it takes is meeting one
person who believes in you and the talents you have to offer, and they introduce you to
influential people, help you apply for internships, and teach valuable lessons. Now, Amplify has
simplified the process of connecting newcomers with that potentially life-changing person by
creating a formalized mentorship program. Mentors and mentees work together to develop an
educational plan based on mentees' experience levels and career ambitions. As a result, the
Thoroughbred industry will also have a new pipeline of potential employees.
Amplify has 'amplified' existing initiatives through collaborations with organizations like
Together for Racing International (TfRI), the Harness Horse Youth Foundation (HHYF),
Keeneland, NYRA and NYTHA, and beyond. The more we can amplify existing programs, the
more the industry will benefit.
For the first time since 2019, we hosted live educational events, and represented the
Thoroughbred industry's amazing opportunities with booths at various equine events. Through
this engagement and exposure, we reached an estimated 2,000 people, leaving them with a
positive impression and at least a tidbit or two of new knowledge.
Thank you to all racetracks, farms, organizations and individuals who made our live and virtual
programming possible, and to all the generous donors who supported Amplify Horse Racing in
2021.
Let's keep 'amplifying' the Thoroughbred industry – spreading positivity, educating, loving the
horse, and improving accessibility. Because horse racing not just a sport of kings... It is a sport
for everyone!

Annise Montplaisir
Amplify Horse Racing President
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OFFICERS & BOARD
Annise Montplaisir – President, Co-Founder & leader of
Amplify Horse Racing programming
Madison Scott – Treasurer, Co-Founder
Hallie Hardy – Secretary
Price Bell – Board of Directors
Laurel Humbert-Stock – Board of Directors
Cate Masterson – Board of Directors

EMPLOYEES
Tricia Warrens – Contract Employee, Social Media
Manager

INTERNS

Kasandra Kloc – Communications Coordinator Intern
(Unpaid)

KEEP FOUNDATION
The Kentucky Equine Education Project (KEEP) Foundation,
through the employment of Annise Montplaisir as Equine
Education Coordinator, has facilitated ongoing work on
Amplify Horse Racing by making it part of Montplaisir's
education coordinator role.
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AMPLIFY HORSE RACING
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
ABOUT
The Amplify Horse Racing Mentorship Program launched in June 2021,
formalizing the process of pairing young adults (mentees) interested in
potentially pursuing a Thoroughbred industry career with experienced
industry professionals (mentors) who can offer guidance.
The 3-month pilot program took place from August-October 2021. Mentors
and mentees underwent an application process to be accepted into the
program. Mentors were cleared through a background check, while
mentees provided character references and went through an interview
process before acceptance.
While Amplify had an initial limit of 10 mentees, the flood of applications led
to the acceptance of 12 . Both mentors and mentees were provided training
materials to guide their meetings and conversations, and help them set
healthy boundaries. Amplify facilitated a hybrid mentorship approach that
allowed pairs to meet virtually, in person, or a combination of both. This
approach removed geographic or transportation barriers that could limit
interested young adults from connecting with the Thoroughbred industry.
In October, mentors and mentees were gathered together in a final virtual
"assembly" over Zoom. This gave mentees the chance to further expand their
networks and ask final questions of all participating mentors. Upon
completion of the program, feedback was gathered from participants to
continue improving its effectiveness moving forward.
The Amplify Horse Racing Mentorship Program is open to individuals aged
18-25 who demonstrate a desire to learn and a strong interest in working in
the Thoroughbred industry. There are no restrictions based on academic
achievement or industry experience. In the future, Amplify plans to facilitate
a rolling application, allowing prospective mentees to apply any time of the
year.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
Improve accessibility of the Thoroughbred industry
Develop newcomers' understanding of the Thoroughbred industry by
leveraging the passion, knowledge and experience of industry
professionals
Facilitate meaningful conversations between young people and industry
professionals about employment expectations
Create a pathway to employment by connecting education and
workforce
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LIVE EVENTS
& ENGAGEMENT
OBJECTIVE
Many people never get involved in the Thoroughbred industry simply
because they do not know how, they don't understand the intricacies of
the sport, or they don't feel welcomed. As a solution, Amplify Horse
Racing began hosting free educational Thoroughbred industry tours to
create positive introductory experiences for newcomers. Each tour covers
all aspects of backstretch, sales or farm life, from horse care to human
resources and associated industry professionals. These tours create a
space to have informational conversations, answer questions, and help
people understand what goes on behind the scenes. In addition, all tours
have a special focus on jobs and careers that support the Thoroughbred
industry, and Amplify provides follow-up resources that can help to
cultivate attendees' interest and passion to learn more.

2021 TIMELINE OF EVENTS
April
Keeneland Educational Tour
July
Fasig-Tipton Educational Tour
Hats Off Day at the KY Horse Park booth
August
3 consecutive all-day Saratoga Educational Tours (Mornings & Races)
Saratoga County Horse Farms Tour booth
September
Jonabell Farm Educational Tour
October
Equitana USA booth
Keeneland College Scholarship Day mini paddock & winners circle
tours & booth
All-day Keeneland Educational tour (Morning & Races)
Keeneland Kids Club Family Day booth
TRF Chestnut Hall Farm FFA Days educational booth
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LIVE EVENTS IMPACT
DIRECT
Amplify achieved an estimated 500+ direct, quality
engagements, defined as one-on-one conversations with
people about Amplify's mission, educational and career
opportunities in the Thoroughbred industry.

INDIRECT
Amplify Horse Racing had live indirect impressions on
approximately 2,000 people, based on participation at
Amplify hosted events and numbers of attendees at
events where Amplify had a booth presence.
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ABOUT

HORSE RACING
HANGOUTS

Amplify’s Horse Racing Hangouts, started in 2020, are a unique, live virtual education
opportunity for youth, young adults, and Thoroughbred industry newcomers. Live streamed to
Amplify's YouTube, Facebook and Twitter, each "Hangout" features Thoroughbred industry
professionals and their careers. Season 2, titled "Back to the Basics," expanded to include
fundamental information required to understand the horse racing industry. This included
suggested reading materials, databases to research, and skills that audiences can build now to
pursue a particular career in the future. Viewers gained valuable information from each guest's
years of experience in their field, and could engage by asking questions live.
Hangouts are aired on Amplify's social media on the third Tuesday of each month at 7p.m. ET.,
and are available for later viewing on YouTube.

NUMBERS
Cumulative viewership for 11 episodes of the Horse Racing Hangouts aired in 2021 on each
respective social media platform (December statistics to be added after episode airs):

Twitter: 8,152 views
Facebook: 1,538 views
YouTube: 549 views
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HORSE RACING HANGOUTS
2021 SCHEDULE
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HORSE RACING HANGOUTS
2021 PRESENTERS
JANUARY
Reylu Gutierrez, Jockey
Alex Urbanski, Standardbred Trainer
Ellen Taylor, Harness Horse Youth
Foundation, Executive Director
Janet VanBebber, American Quarter Horse
Association, Chief Racing Officer
Claire D. Lee, 2020-2021 AQHYA 1st Vice
President

FEBRUARY
Greg Harbut, Bloodstock Agent

SEPTEMBER

Jordyn Brand, Maryland Horse Foundation
Laurie Mays, Kentucky Chamber/KEEP,

MARCH

Equine Talent Pipeline Project

Linda Gaudet, Trainer
Lacey Gaudet, Trainer
Gabby Gaudet-Casse, TVG Racing Analyst

OCTOBER

Kelsey Riley, Thoroughbred Daily News,
International Editor

APRIL

Ben Huffman, Racing Secretary

MAY

Dr. Natalie Heitz, Veterinarian

JUNE

Case Clay, Three Chimneys Farm, Chief
Commercial Officer

NOVEMBER

Isabella Leslie, America's Best Racing
Tricia Warrens, NMRHOF
Mary Motion, The Racing Manager

DECEMBER – AIRS DEC. 21

Tom Law, This is Horse Racing, Managing Editor
Timothy Littau, Amplify Mentee

Sabrina Moore, GreenMount Farm

JULY

Adam Woullard, USADA, Director of
Communications
Jennifer Royer, Ph.D., USADA, Senior Director
of TrueSport & Awareness

AUGUST

Joe Nevills, Paulick Report, Bloodstock Editor
Norm Casse, Trainer
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AMPLIFY HORSE RACING
PODCAST
ABOUT
In November of 2020, college student Joe Mason
(pictured right) reached out to Annise Montplaisir,
stating his ambition to start a podcast for Amplify
Horse Racing. He loved the organization's educational
mission, and wanted to be part of introducing more
young

people

to

the

sport

he

loves.

Kaitlin

Christopherson (bottom right) of Grand Slam Social
jumped on board to form the team, and the three
began working together from New York, Kentucky
and Texas, highlighting to listeners that you don't
have to live in a specific state to be involved in racing.
Most episodes feature special guests who tell their
stories about how they built a career in the
Thoroughbred industry – from starting new jobs to
facing fears, and how trying something new led to
their greatest opportunity. Other episodes feature the
three co-hosts, who explain what newcomers needs
to know about the history and logistics behind
racing's greatest events. In its very first year, the
Amplify Horse Racing Podcast was a finalist for
America's Best Racing's Fan Choice Awards.

NUMBERS
Listens: 1,093
Content Released: 675 minutes
Listening Platforms: 10
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PODCAST 2021 GUESTS
EPISODE 1: INTRODUCING THE PODCAST
Co-hosts only

EPISODE 2: ABOUT THE PEGASUS WORLD CUP AND
ECLIPSE AWARDS
Alicia Wincze-Hughes, TVG
Peter Rotondo Jr., The Stronach Group

EPISODE 3: EVOLUTION OF THE THOROUGHBRED
Brien Bouyea, NMRHOF

EPISODE 4: MENTORSHIP

Richard Migliore, Presenter, former jockey

EPISODE 5: STARTING A NEW JOB
Hayley Amoss, Breeders' Cup

EPISODE 6: THOROUGHBRED SALES, PART 1

Shannon Castagnola, Woodford Thoroughbreds

EPISODE 7: THOROUGHBRED SALES, PART 2
Madison Scott, Solis/Litt Bloodstock

EPISODE 8: BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE
KENTUCKY DERBY
Kevin Kerstein, Churchill Downs

EPISODE 13: EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG
ADULT IN THE THOROUGHBRED INDUSTRY
Tricia Warrens, NMRHOF

EPISODE 9: JOBS AND INTERNSHIPS HIRING

EPISODE 14: KEENELAND FALL MEET

EPISODE 10: SUMMER RACING AND SALES

EPISODE 15: ABOUT THE BREEDERS’ CUP

EPISODE 11: BECOMING A RACEHORSE TRAINER

EPISODE 15: EQUINE LAYUP & REHABILITATION

EPISODE 12: SIMILARITIES BETWEEN TWO
DIFFERENT RIDING DISCIPLINES

EPISODE 16: FAVORITE MOMENTS OF 2021
(YET TO BE RELEASED)

Co-hosts only

Co-hosts only

Tom Amoss, Trainer

Michael Matz, Trainer

Christa Marillia, Keeneland

Co-hosts only

Nick Fanucchi, Stonestreet Training Center

Co-hosts only

Alex Matz, Professional Showjumper
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF A
GROOM PROJECT
ABOUT
One of the most in-demand jobs in the Thoroughbred industry is
that of Groom. Grooms are the closest caretakers of horses, and
see to their basic everyday needs such as feeding, cleaning their
stalls, grooming, and monitoring any changes in health or
behavior.
When it comes to big race days such as the Kentucky Derby or
Kentucky Oaks, racehorse owners, trainers and jockeys are the
horse connections who are most frequently featured by the media.
Grooms, who are the most hands-on with the equine athletes,
work behind the scenes.
For the 2021 Kentucky Oaks, Amplify Horse Racing and the KEEP
Foundation featured the day in the life of groom Mario Cordero,
through a two-part project. This began with an informational video
about Cordero's life and history with horse racing, and the bond he
shared with the filly he cared for, Maracuja. The video interview
was conducted in Spanish, Cordero's native language, and was
produced with English subtitles.
On the day of the Kentucky Oaks, Annise Montplaisir documented
Cordero's entire day, following him from his arrival at the barn in
the early hours of the morning, through the walkover and
watching the Oaks, until Maracuja was bedded down for the night.
This was shared through educational stories Amplify's Instagram,
detailing the preparation and hands-on care that goes into every
moment of a prestigious race day – and every day with horses, for
that matter.

OBJECTIVES
Showcase the in-demand role of grooms – the important
caretakers of Thoroughbred racehorses
Generate positive, educational content about the Thoroughbred
industry
Highlight a non-mainstream story during the Kentucky Oaks

*
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF A GROOM
REACH
Facebook
8,691 people reached
453 reactions, comments & shares
Twitter
5,154 views,
155 likes
66 re-tweets
Instagram
1,840 views
155 likes
51 comments
*Project was co-branded, therefore statistics highlighted are cumulative from Amplify Horse Racing and Kentucky
Equine Education Project social media channels.
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TfRI AFFILIATE
ABOUT
Together for Racing International (TfRI) is an umbrella organization that assists racing
globally to contribute to society by improving the lives of its people and communities.
TfRI was born out of an international forum in November 2019, that coordinated and
aligned three identified social opportunities: education, community engagement, and
workforce and careers.
As a result of that initial forum, TfRI was launched as a global platform and network to
continue the work. It facilitates the exchanging of ideas, cooperation on challenges and
coordination of action. It also assists individual countries to grow and measure their
progress.
The six founding member countries of TfRI are Australia, France, Great Britain, Ireland,
Japan, and the United States. As an established organization with a parallel mission to
that of TfRI, Amplify Horse Racing became the U.S. affiliate of TfRI in 2021. Amplify will
work with the broader U.S. steering committee, serve as an ambassador to spread
awareness for TfRI, organize domestic work that will contribute to the global mission,
and spearhead the planning of a U.S. Forum for Education, to take place in 2022.
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HHYF CAREER GUIDE
COLLABORATION
ABOUT
Amplify Horse Racing seeks to build relationships
with other breed organizations, disciplines and
youth groups in the broader equine industry. The
Harness Horse Youth Foundation (HHYF) has long
offered camps, scholarships and activity boxes to
youth

in

an

effort

to

connect

them

to

Standardbred horses. In 2021, Amplify teamed up
with HHYF, contributing Thoroughbred industry
content to their regularly produced "Guide to
Careers in Horse Racing" book, which previously
focused on Standardbred-specific careers. In July,
the KEEP Foundation also assisted HHYF in
hosting a Standardbred youth camp in Lexington,
Kentucky for the first time in several years.

*
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DISCOVER THE HORSE
ABOUT
Alyssa Matthews launched "Discover the Horse" in 2017 to document and educate about her
quest to ride each of the over 350 breeds worldwide. Annise Montplaisir, on behalf of Amplify
and the KEEP Foundation, reached out to Discover the Horse on Instagram and invited
Matthews and her team to Kentucky to learn about the Thoroughbred. Discover the Horse
accepted the offer, so Montplaisir organized a day of industry visits to teach Matthews about
the Thoroughbred and facilitate the filming of two videos. Visits included Keeneland to learn
about training and racing, Godolphin's Jonabell Farm to learn about the operations of a
breeding farm, and New Vocations to learn about aftercare and to ride Thoroughbred Money
Moves, who ran in the 2020 Kentucky Derby! The educational videos that Matthews produced
about her visits, "About the Thoroughbred" and "One of the Fastest Horse Breeds in the
World!" both feature an interview that mentions Amplify Horse Racing and the KEEP
Foundation. The videos have over 11,000 views on YouTube.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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THANK YOU TO OUR
2021 DONORS
William Alempijevic

Annise Montplaisir

Ricky Babcock

Annette Montplaisir

Cheryl Balmas

Peter Parker

George Barnes

Prominent Sire Lines

Bryan Barnhart

Eric Resendiz

Brittany Bell

Matthew Scull

Robert Black

Claudia Spadaro

Fabricio Buffolo

Stable Duel

Jose Francisco D'Angelo Darwin Vizcaya
Salvatore Garofalo

Rachel Wagley

Godolphin

S.L. White

Jack Horgan

Blake Willison

Cate Masterson

2021 GRANTS
TERF Foundation – $2,500
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